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real Australian gifts
your gift buying helps gospel work across Australia

Cover photo: Wild flowers near Mullewa

Christmas Fare... BCA 307

BCA 306/308BCA 306/308BCA 306/308

BCA’S SPECIAL CHRISTMAS FARE
“Mother Meg’s” Christmas Cakes & Traditional Puddings
The cakes and puddings can be ordered either by yourself or 
through the BCA Box Secretary at your church.

BCA 305/307
MOTHER MEG’S RICH TRADITIONAL CHRISTMAS CAKE
Gift boxed.  Available in 450g and 1kg sizes

BCA 306/308
MOTHER MEG’S TRADITIONAL CHRISTMAS PUDDING
Attractively wrapped in a country style cloth.  Available in 500g 
or 1kg sizes. Suitable for microwave ovens.

BCA 230
CHRISTMAS PACK
Mother Meg’s 450g cake, Mother Meg’s 500g Christmas 
Pudding (cloth wrap), Perpetual Calendar, 3 packs of 10 assorted 
Christmas Cards.  $58.00 (save $4.50)

BCA 230 Christmas Pack $58.00

BCA 305 450g Mother Meg’s Christmas Cake $17.00

BCA 307 1 kg Mother Meg’s Christmas Cake $28.00

BCA 306 500g Mother Meg’s Christmas Pudding $17.00

BCA 308 1 kg Mother Meg’s Christmas Pudding $28.00

BCA 015

CHRISTMAS CARDS – PACK OF 10 CARDS
5 designs, some featuring BCA Australian 
scenes 
(order at least 3 packs at $6.50 each pack)

BCA 015 Pack of 10 cards $7.00
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from the editor
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I had an opportunity last week to 

do a ‘vine to glass’ wine tour. While 

explaining about the vines in the 

paddock, it was made plain that the 

better soils and drip watered grapes 

produced four times the quantity of 

grapes, compared to the water stressed 

vines close to the Broken Back Range. 

However the vines with the different 

soil types and less water of the Broken 

Back area (vines under stress) produce 

the wonderful varietal distinctions and 

quality of flavour. It is interesting that 

the more stressed the environment the 

better the grape that is produced for 

wine making.

Is this a parable of trials of the 

Christian life? Romans 5:2-3 tells us 

that even though we stand under the 

generosity of God he allows suffering 

as it produces endurance, character 

and hope. Without the trials of life we 

would not develop to be like Christ.

This raises the question for us who 

live with so much in the western 

world–is it possible for us to develop 

to Christian maturity with so much 

richness?

Take myself now living in the 

city with so much at my fingertips 

– does this make it impossible for 

me to grow in godliness? No, for all 

things are possible with God. However 

I do believe the challenge is more 

difficult for me to now maintain 

my relationship with God as first 

priority and all other things in their 

right place–to see things from God’s 

perspective. We struggle don’t we? For 

the more we have the more we seem 

to desire. So once again we become 

snared on the world’s round about and 

become dissatisfied with life.

How do we get off the hurdy- 

gurdy? Once again commit all we are 

and have into His hands. To say, do 

with me as you see fit. Use me Lord, 

and all I have for your glory. Maybe 

even send me to some remote area to 

bring the blessing of the gospel?

PAUL DEW
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 I think of my job as helping people to 

understand the Bible. When people 

are able to read and comprehend what 

the Bible teaches it becomes more 

than a collection of stories. My work 

at Nungalinya College is to enable 

students to become more proficient 

in reading, writing and understanding 

English. Students come from many 

different Aboriginal languages and 

English is their only common language. 

Many of the students speak English 

as a 2nd, 3rd or 4th language and 

appreciate the assistance they receive 

when they come to the College to study 

theology, textile arts and family and 

community services.

My job also includes work for the 

Anglican Diocese of the Northern 

Territory. The priority there is to 

enable Anglican Aboriginal churches 

to use the Scriptures they have in 

their languages in the most effective 

way. 

Currently I am preparing material 

to teach people to read the scriptures 

well in public.   Reading aloud well 

is very important when there are 

low levels of literacy in Aboriginal 

communities and churches. 

Another project is to produce 

supplementary material that will assist 

Kriol speakers to understand the Old 

Testament when the whole Bible is 

published in Kriol in a few years time. 

Both of these projects will assist 

people to understand what the Bible 

teaches.

The support of the Bible Society for 

this work is greatly appreciated by the 

College and the Diocese.

Helping Aboriginal 
Christians read God’s Word

Joy and Clementine Puruntatmeri
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In September the Menindee Anglican 

Church arranged for Jim Peters, a 

Christian professional musician to 

visit. Jim got in his Mazda 323 with 

all his gear and drove the 1,100+ kms 

from Sydney in time for a concert in 

Menindee on the Saturday night. He 

stayed overnight with Philippa and me 

in the rectory and then after the Sunday 

morning church service he was in his 

car and on his way back to Sydney.

After some very cold and windy 

evenings Saturday night was still and 

balmy so the concert was outside. A 

sausage sizzle proceeded the evening 

and Jim sang and played a number 

of the songs he had composed.  He 

interspersed these with a testimony 

of his own life and challenged us to 

live for Jesus. Supporting acts were 

arranged and a group of Menindee 

schoolchildren did a dance [see photo] 

and some Tongan Menindee residents 

sang Christian songs in their own 

language in brilliant harmony.  As well 

as an invitation to commit our lives to 

Jesus, an invitation was also given to 

hear Jim again at the Sunday service.

30 people arrived for the service on 

Sunday morning and what a delight to 

have Jim Peters leading our music and 

to “lift the roof off the church” with 

praise to our great God.  After the 

service children gathered around Jim 

and his keyboard to chat with him and 

to try out the instrument [see photo]. 

Thanks Jim for your ministry among 

us, and as Jim would say, “To God be 

the Glory”.

ALAN HOSKIN

Church Growth by 300%
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Our friends from Fiji, Sanele & Mere 

quietly joined our church, St. Peter’s at 

South Hedland in 2001. First there was 

Sanele in Fijian sarong, shirt & tie, at 

Church each Sunday. Then a beautiful 

lady was by his side, dressed fit to 

meet the Lord God, having come to 

visit her husband, who was studying at 

Pundulmurra College here in Hedland. 

After a period, Merewalesi, whom we 

know as Mere, who had been staying 

in Karratha and caring for Sanele’s 

sister, was able to join him to live here. 

This couple’s hospitality 

overwhelmed us. The Bible Study held 

at their place on Tuesday evening 

each week was preceded by a feast. 

How could two people not able to 

earn one cent between them provide 

so lavishly (the crab salad is almost 

from heaven!) They have temporary 

protection visas, awaiting approval of 

Religious Worker’s visas.

The answer came from Mere one 

day. Once after she became a Christian 

she told God that she wondered 

what it would be like to trust Him for 

everything. God took her at her word! 

This is exactly what they have had to 

do since arriving in Australia 3 years 

ago, at the time of George Speit’s 

coup in Fiji. 

After a few months it seemed 

‘right & proper” to ask if they would 

live in the St. Peter’s Rectory (vacant) 

caretaking the house, the church 

building and the grounds. That was 

such a blessing for us as a church. 

Vandalism, which was rife, has been 

reduced to almost nil.

We had been praying for God’s 

direction and provision for the 

ministry in South Hedland. God 

showed us his provision was right 

there in our midst! They have been 

appointed Parish Assistants under 

the Diocesan North West Evangelistic 

Training Strategy.

What has this to do with the Fruit 

of the Spirit? Well, there is God’s love 

that shines through them & pours 

out to all regardless of race or creed. 

Sanele & Mere have been relieving 

at the Seafarers’ Centre whilst a new 

chaplain is being appointed. 

Joy? That too! As soon as they 

see you there are the beautiful 

smiles, and the peace of God is there 

almost tangibly. They live day by day 

knowing that He is in charge and 

enabling them to do what He asks, 

and knowing that their God is indeed 

supplying all their needs.

Mere & Sanele are always on time 

(early in fact), and most of the rest 

of us aren’t. There they are, patience 

The Fruit of the Spirit
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personified, doors unlocked, meeting 

set up, nibbles or a snack ready. And 

kindness: forever doing some little 

thoughtful thing, or helpful chore for 

someone. They still care very much for 

their families back in Fiji. It is quite 

difficult to find out their needs as they 

do not speak of themselves.

Goodness: Sanele is visiting a 

couple having difficulty attending 

church at this time. Every Sunday 

after the service he never fails to 

visit, taking with him the church 

bulletin. And praise God a change is 

taking place. Taking people in off the 

street, feeding them, clothing them, 

counselling them with the gospel of 

God’s grace.

Each day with faithfulness they 

collect the left over bread from the 

local supermarket. Every week day the 

Qalotakis are ready and out looking to 

feed any hungry children that are out 

and about looking for food in the bins.

We have almost become used 

to Sanele sitting quietly with self-

control through a discussion, and 

when everyone else has had their say, 

coming out with some gem that hits 

the nail on the head. There is never a 

complaint! Not till long after do we 

hear of some trial or hardship, some 

difficulty.

What a blessing to us they are. 

We praise God for sending us this 

couple who are such an example to 

us of selfless, trusting love, and such 

a testimony to God’s faithfulness to 

those who put their trust in him. We 

pray that much of it will rub off on 

us, that we too may more effectively 

portray Christ in our town.

BILL & JOCELYN ROSS
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In most places around Australia 

the church needs to go out to find 

opportunities to minister to the people 

of the community. However, here in 

Winton there is one group that comes 

to the church that enables us to reach 

out to them. The WORC group is a 

selection of prisoners from the prison 

in Brisbane that travel to Winton to 

undertake community work. They 

spend between four to five weeks on-

site before returning to Brisbane for ten 

days and then back on the road again. 

Here in Winton they take care of 

the pensioners’ gardens, the churches 

and some of the community gardens. 

Their most constant job is to mow the 

grass. However, when the opportunity 

arises they can undertake different 

projects and put into use some 

additional skills. 

In 2001 they rebuilt our bell tower, 

replacing the rusted and dangerous 

tower with a 

new freshly 

painted one. 

Recently they 

have begun work 

on a disabled 

access ramp 

into the church 

that will be 

completed on 

their next visit. 

Not only did they 

do the work, but they also searched 

for and found, an old windmill on 

a nearby property that they could 

dismantle and use the iron frame for 

the ramp construction.  Local suppliers 

donated the extra steel thus saving 

the church around $7,000.

The WORC group also assisted with 

the BCA drought relief program by 

providing the labour to unload the hay 

from the trucks.  On the first occasion 

they began 

work at 

11:15 am 

and worked 

straight 

through to 

3:30pm (no 

break) to 

enable the 

truck to be back on the road that day.  

All of this, in addition to their routine 

of lawn mowing and gardening, has 

provided me with a feeling of support 

coming from an unexpected source. 

Who is ministering to whom?

Not only have I been able to get 

to know some of these men, but they 

have also been able to come and 

knock on my door to request a bible to 

read and to greet me in the street as a 

friend. The people of Winton certainly 

appreciate each member of the group.

DENNIS QUINN
 The new bell tower

Access ramp being built

Prisoners Help Winton Church
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Two years without a permanent Minister 

and the worst drought on record cause 

many to give up. But the prayers of God’s 

people were answered when BCA and 

the Bishop of Riverina found a way to 

support a new ministry.

The difficulty of maintaining 

ministry in small country towns across 

NSW when the next town of any size 

is more than 100 kms away (often 

200 kms) is beyond some people’s 

conception. Towns of 1,000 people 

or less are finding it increasingly a 

struggle to pay the bills, let alone 

the luxury of a full time Minister. The 

opportunities for city Christians to 

get involved in country ministry are 

enormous.

Hillston on the Lachlan River with 

the drought stricken area of Ivanhoe, 

150kms away, is one such Parish that 

now thanks God for the prayers and 

support offered by BCA. ‘I thought 

God had forgotten us’, said one of the 

faithful who had helped maintain the 

witness and Church Services for the 

past two years.

Many comment “What a 

transformation” after nine BCA 

supporters descended on the Parish 

for a week to ‘make over’ the rectory. 

God brought together a wonderful 

team, with the right skills to renew the 

kitchen, bathroom, paint inside and 

out, renew guttering and many other 

odd jobs. 

We worked for 

long hours together 

and  shared the 

scriptures and prayer 

and encouragement 

over morning tea.

We have had ‘a 

holiday with a focus’. 

The focus was to 

prepare the Parish 

for the induction of 

Philip Southwell who 

arrived with his wife 

Lisa and three small 

children in November. 

They need your 

enthusiastic support 

to build a new 

congregation with 

people who have lost 

touch with God and 

His people. 

We must not let our Bush people 

ever say, ‘ I thought God had forgotten 

us!’ 

DON & HELEN WILSON 

We thought God had forgotten us!
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An Aboriginal Baptism – A quote from 

the Real Australian of March 1931

“In the parish there are some 

Aboriginal people.  A few days before 

Christmas I made the trip to their 

home.  I found them living in a tent 

covered with sacking and sheets of 

bark.  They are Christian people and 

members of our Church. To them was 

born a baby daughter, and they wished 

me to baptise the infant.  They came 

to the Church service and carried the 

baby, four months old, on a blazing 

hot day, over five miles of bush road.  

The service was characterised by their 

devotion, and I shall not forget the 

impression of that experience. The 

parents and godparents answered the 

questions with the utmost sincerity.  

They followed the service carefully, 

even repeating after me the prayers, 

which are usually said by the minister 

alone. It was impressive to see the 

contrast of colour when I took the 

black baby on my left arm. The white 

surplice and my white hands showed 

the colour contrast quite distinctly, 

and together with the baby’s black 

curly hair and smiling features, was an 

impressive sight.”

Since its earliest days, BCA has 

shown concern for the plight of 

Aboriginal people and has sought 

to minister to them both spiritually 

and medically, wherever it has come 

into contact with them. The above 

interesting quote from the Real 

Australian refers to a small part of the 

ministry.

In recent years there has been a 

Christian Revival among Aborigines in 

various parts of Australia and today, 

BCA’s outreach includes specific 

ministries to Aborigines in parts of 

Western Australia, Northern Territory, 

Queensland and New South Wales.

Do pray for this work, that Christ’s 

love and care will mean changed 

lives for our indigenous brothers and 

sisters.

CLEM KIRKBY 

Hon Archivist

FROM THE ARCHIVES
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Unlike Buspa I had very little 

opportunity of seeing my own 

grandchildren grow up.  I am more at 

one with BCA workers in the Outback 

who have to send their children to 

distant boarding schools for education.   

With such huge areas for their 

husbands to cover in God’s service, 

my sympathies also go out to the BCA 

wives who are left so often on their 

own.  

Buspa is right to seek that bonding 

with his grandchildren while they are 

little.  My own four children had to 

leave home at a very early age and 

without that constant personal touch 

such bonding is easily broken.  Four 

individual letters every week to four 

young school children for eight years 

cannot take the place of a cuddle.  

When it comes to teenage traumas 

and temptations then the cuddles can 

be resented if they have been absent 

for so long.  It can lead to sorrow 

and heartbreak on both sides.  It was 

the man who maintained closeness 

to King David at his best (2 Sam. 7), 

whom God used to help David at his 

worst (ch. 12).

But prayer is our stronghold, and 

we have a faithful God.  One daughter 

said in later life, ‘it was the Bible 

teaching we had at home when we 

were little that helped me to stand’.  

Another one once wrote, “The nearer 

I get to God, the more terrible sin is”.  

Wouldn’t that make your heart weep 

for joy?  It did mine.  I once wrote to 

them that we were like the spokes 

of a wheel, very far apart, that the 

closer they were to the hub the closer 

the spokes to one another.  So the 

closer we drew to God the closer we 

would be to each other.  Now those 

daughters are all over fifty, living 

with good Christian husbands in four 

different countries.  Hence sadly, 

I have had very little contact with 

my seven grandchildren.  However, 

with faithful parents to draw them 

‘close’, the older grandchildren are 

now all Christian Youth Leaders in 

the churches they attend, on opposite 

sides of the globe.  As Proverbs says, 

“Train up a child in the way he should 

go and when he is old he will not 

depart from it’, to the third and fourth 

generation.

Now old Grandma has learned to 

use a computer – still learning.  To 

teenagers who would never think to 

write a letter, answering an email is 

no big deal.  What a tool in God’s 

hand!

E. SISLEY VINE.

BUSPA’S COLUMN
Those Grandchildren Again
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BCA DROUGHT AID ACKNOWLEDGED

The Department of Lands acknowledged 

the BCA Drought Aid program with 

a Special Commendation during 

their Community of the Year Awards 

presentation in Newcastle recently. 

In accepting the award, the 

National Director, Canon Brian Roberts 

commented -

“Drought is more than an empty 

Dam , the loss of soil moisture profile 

or the need to cart water. It is about 

people and their distress. It is about the 

roll on effect in rural communities.  It 

is about well being physical, emotional 

and spiritual.

BCA Drought Aid provided more 

than just fodder -

It was VALUE ADDED FODDER.

No we didn’t preprocess it or 

present it in boutique packaging–we 

wrapped it in Love and Care

The love of God shown through 

ordinary Australians to ordinary 

Australians who found themselves in 

exceptionally difficult circumstances 

because of the worst drought in over 

100 years.

BCA Drought Aid sourced new 

money to turnover some $750,000 

to help over 700 families directly and 

numerous others as a flow on.

The fodder was value added because 

it didn’t just feed a few animals–but it 

touched where it hurt.

Graziers, cockies and farmers have 

an intense concern for the well-being 

of their stock. Tell them about a bit of 

green pick on a back road or fodder 

going at a good price and you had 

better get out of the way. 

But–if there is nothing in the 

paddock and nothing spare in the bank 

…

It deeply distresses them if an 

appropriate feeding régime can’t be put 

in place.

They will go without themselves to 

keep their stock alive. 

This all in turn brings stress and 

distress in measures unseen for 

decades.

And so, the spiral of the drought 

captures its next circle of victims ….the 

families, the children, husbands and 

wives of our rural communities and the 

life of communities themselves.

BCA Drought Aid fodder deliveries 

opened up opportunities to do 

something more- 

•  to offer good sound support and 

counsel

•  the opportunity to draw strength 

from each other and the good 

Lord who put us all together. 

We at BCA Drought Aid see this 

award as a mark of appreciation to 

those who saw the value and potential 

of the Drought Aid program and ran 

with it.
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But let me say, it would not have 

worked without the response of 

drought affected country families 

•  without the support of the media

•  without the high profile few who 

took the risk with us and went 

to air

•  without the teams of local 

church and community groups 

willing to see it as much more 

than a few bales of hay but an 

opportunity to serve

•  and, without the 1000’s of 

ordinary Australians who dug 

deep in support of others who 

were doing it tough.

In accepting this award BCA takes 

its hat off to all the extraordinary 

ordinary Australians who gave us 

the ‘where with all’ to mount such a 

significant  program.

Yes Drought is ...

More than just about the absence 

of rain

More than some 200 road trains of 

fodder

More than the $750,000 in new 

money

It is about an expression of love, 

care and concern that is just like that 

which our Lord Jesus lavished on us.

Thanks be to Him and to each of 

the 1000’s who supported us

And THANK YOU...!”

Text of Response by National Director, 
BCA, Rev. Canon Brian Roberts, 
on occasion of receiving a Special 
Commendation from the Department 
of Lands & Rural Affairs – Friday 24th 
October 2003

The cessation of the Drought Aid program 

at this point does not necessarily mean 

that we will not undertake a further 

program of this nature. Any future 

donations should be made payable to 

BCA’s Kirkby Trust (tax-deductible). 

The Trust will be in a position to assist 

communities and individuals throughout 

Australia who are suffering hardship, 

distress or misfortune caused by 

disasters.

Left to right: Rick Maude, Trish Greenham, 
Max Boyley, Rob Turnbull, Jan Boyley, 
Robyn Williams, Therese Turnbull & 
Brian Roberts.
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Post & Rails Brian Roberts

GREG JONES was commissioned 

as the Regional Officer for Victoria/

Tasmania at St John’s Heidelberg, on 

Wednesday 1st October.  Light rain did 

not deter people attending to support 

and encourage Greg and Rhianon. 

STEVE WAKEFORD 

was inducted in St. 

Barnabas Church 

to the Parish of 

Launceston North. 

It was a night of 

inspiration springing 

from the word of God. Pray for their 

settling into this new position.

CHRIS STAFFERTON 

was applauded by the 

congregation at his 

ordination at St Luke’s 

Latrobe on 4 October 

2003. Pray for the 

family as they continue to juggle their 

time commitments.

FRED BUCHANAN was thanked for his 

32 years of service as the WA honorary 

treasurer. He remains a member of the 

Executive and Council. 

TRACEY WOLSLEY is to 

be congratulated on her coming 

ordination at St Peter’s Eaglehawk on 

the 30th November. 

WELCOME

JONATHAN & PASCALE DEEKS 

announce the arrival of Jedidiah Remi. 

Both Pascale and Jedi are well. 

STEVE & NONIE WAKEFORD are the 

proud parents of Daniel and praise the 

Lord the predicted health problems did 

not arise.

Seaforth Art Show
A great group of workers came 
alongside Philip Young at the Seaforth 
Anglican Church under the leadership 
of Colin Sheehan to have an Art Show 
within the church complex. They 
used the opportunity to reach out to 
the art world community and share 
the gospel and also raise funds for 
gospel work with the Bush Church Aid 
Society. They managed to raise over 
$5,000 for the work in remote regions 
of Australia to continue to proclaim 
Jesus.

At the Art Show
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Value 
Added 
Holidays!

You become dependent on the 

availability of equipment and your 

conveniences of home so travelling 

puts improvisation to the test. It 

was great to share as BCA Nomads 

spending a week in Derby and 

Kununurra. It added to our 3 months 

trip around the western half of 

Australia. It is amazing how much two 

people can achieve in a week and it 

helped to make our trip so much more 

memorable. During June we still found 

the weather extremely hot and humid 

and are sure we would never have 

coped in summer.

In Derby we attended the Bible 

Study/Church, prepared afternoon tea 

for “Kids’ Club” making pikelets on 

a gas burner using the washing up 

dish as a mixing bowl.  Laurie got the 

watering system working and we both 

did a lot of gardening.  Margaret went 

to the “School of the Air” and sat in 

on a Scripture Lesson.  

In Kununurra we attended Bible 

Study/Church and performed some 

general painting and maintenance 

jobs. Laurie cooked an “in ground” 

damper in a camp oven for “Kids’ 

Club” while Margaret did craft.

MARGARET & LAURIE BARTON
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DIOCESE OF NORTH WESTERN 
AUSTRALIA
Bishop Elect David Mulready 
KUNUNURRA 
Archdeacon Bob and Mrs Denise Rothwell
WYNDHAM/OOMBULGURRI
Rev Peter and Mrs Joy Palmer
BROOME
Rev David and Mrs Cheryl O’Mara
Mr Geoff and Mrs Anne Thompson 
NEWMAN
Rev Brian and Mrs Annie Fyffe
HEDLAND
Archdeacon Bill and Mrs Jocelyn Ross
KARRATHA
Rev Les and Mrs Jenny Gaulton
PARABURDOO/ TOM PRICE
Locum
MT MAGNET (Murchison)
Rev Allan and Mrs Mellita Bate
NE GOLDFIELDS vacant
GERALDTON
Rev Jonathan and Mrs Pascale Deeks

DIOCESE OF WILLOCHRA
Bishop Garry Weatherill
COOBER PEDY 
Capt Rod and Mrs Christene Oldfield
ROXBY DOWNS
Rev Tom and Mrs Michelle Beever
LEIGH CREEK
Rev Mark and Mrs Sandy Evans

DIOCESE OF RIVERINA
Bishop Bruce Clark
WEST DARLING (incorporating Menindee & 
Wilcannia, based in Broken Hill)
Rev Alan and Mrs Philippa Hoskin
HILLSTON/IVANHOE
Rev. Philip and Mrs Lisa Southwell

DIOCESE OF BENDIGO
Bishop Andrew Curnow
EAGLEHAWK 
Rev Tracey and Mr David Wolsley

Lord our God, help us to remember those 

who live in isolated and remote parts 

of our land. We ask you to strengthen 

and encourage all whose ministries are 

supported by The Bush Church Aid Society. 

Refresh them in times of discouragement 

and loneliness and call others to stand 

with them in the task of making Christ 

known.

Grant that, through the ministry of Word 

and Sacraments, through caring service 

and by support for young people, the 

message of your redeeming love may be 

proclaimed and accepted by the people of 

our land.

We ask these things through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. AMEN.

summer 200316 the real australian 17

pray for our staff in our Mission Field

Perth

Darwin

Brisbane

Sydney

Melbourne

Adelaide

Cairns

Winton

Lightning Ridge
Coober Pedy

Roxby Downs Leigh Creek

Broken Hill

The Mallee

Wilcannia
Menindee

Hillston/Ivanhoe

Mogo

King Island Furneaux Islands
North Launceston

Latrobe

Geraldton
Mt Magnet

N E Goldfields

Paraburdoo Newman

Karratha
Hedland

Broome

Kununurra

Wyndham/Oombulgurri

Nungalinya
Anglicare

BCA Offices

Centres of Ministry

Areas of Ministry

Eaglehawk

BCA Prayer



DIOCESE OF ARMIDALE
Bishop Peter Brain
LIGHTNING RIDGE 
Rev Rick and Mrs Danielle Maude

DIOCESE OF NORTH QUEENSLAND
Bishop John Noble
Assistant Bishop Rt Rev Jim and 
Mrs Lala Leftwich

DIOCESE OF ROCKHAMPTON
WINTON
Rev Dennis and Mrs Lois Quinn

DIOCESE OF NORTHERN TERRITORY
Bishop Philip Freier
DARWIN-NUNGALINYA COLLEGE 
Dr Joy Sandefur
DARWIN-ANGLICARE
Clinic Nurse Ms Sue Sellar 

REGIONAL OFFICES
WA OFFICE 
Rev Philip and Mrs Kathy Knife
SA OFFICE 
Rev David Hand
Mrs Bev Rayner
VIC/TAS OFFICE 
Rev Greg Jones
Mr Bob Barclay
NSW/ACT OFFICE 
Rev Paul Dew 
Mrs Aila Alderson
QLD/NORTHERN NSW OFFICE 
Rev Graeme Hodgkinson
Mrs Angeline Lim and 
Mrs Ruth Blackburn

BCA NATIONAL OFFICE
NATIONAL DIRECTOR Canon Brian Roberts
Mrs Robyn Williams, Mr Philip Lidbetter, 
Mrs Jenny Baxter, Mrs Olivia Chapman 

DIOCESE OF THE MURRAY
Bishop Ross Davies
THE MALLEE
Rev Mark and Mrs Joy Clayton

DIOCESE OF CANBERRA/GOULBURN
Bishop George Browning
MOGO
Rev Tom and Mrs Muriel Slockee

DIOCESE OF TASMANIA
Bishop John Harrower
KING ISLAND
Rev Richard and Mrs Jennifer Minol
FURNEAUX ISLANDS
Rev Bob and Mrs Sue Witten
NORTH LAUNCESTON
Rev Steve and Mrs Nonie Wakeford
LATROBE
Rev Chris and Mrs Jenny Stafferton 

If you’d like more details for prayer, send for 
our free quarterly prayer notes. 
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O Lord my God!  when I in awesome 

wonder consider all the works thy 

hand hath made...

Vast Spinifex plains, majestic 

red rock gorges, brilliant blue skies, 

coloured fish darting in and out on the 

coral reef, the intricate detail of the 

wildflowers that spring up in the most 

unlikely places, the unique pillars of 

limestone which form the Pinnacles 

near Cervantes—

Then sings my soul, my saviour 

God to thee,

How great thou art, how great thou art

What a privilege to be part of the 

BCA North West Tour — 

•  44 like-minded passengers under the 

watchful eye of Aila Alderson who 

organised us in the most efficient 

yet caring way;  

•  Paul, whose obvious love and 

enthusiasm for the Lord inspired us 

all, not only as he led us on the bus 

in our daily devotions in Ephesians, 

but also in the everyday occurrences 

that are part and parcel of a group 

of people on the move;

•  and then there was our very capable 

and careful driver, John, who not 

only transported us safely 8200 kms 

between Darwin and Perth, but also 

provided us with yummy lunches 

from the cavernous underbelly of the 

bus.  John really worked hard, even 

when he was not behind the wheel 

of our once white bus, to make sure 

our needs were accommodated and 

our comfort (stops) assured.

Reading the above, you could be 

forgiven for thinking this was just 

a jaunt for a privileged few to be 

indulged.  In a way, perhaps it was 

but apart from sharing Christian 

fellowship with each other and 

enjoying the wonders of creation, we 

were also privileged to meet many 

of our BCA people in the field; to see 

first hand the challenges they face as 

North West Australia BCA Tour

Wyndham drop in centre
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they strive with God’s grace to make 

Christ known to Australians in the 

remote areas of the North West.

If I could be granted one wish 

perhaps it would be that all BCA 

supporters could see what we have 

seen and share the insights into 

the work of BCA that we have 

experienced.   As I return to worship 

in the comfort of my city suburban 

parish, with all mod cons, I am 

reminded of people like the Palmers in 

Wyndham.  

Peter and Joy are currently working 

at whatever jobs they can find to 

support themselves and their family 

while at the same time conducting 

services at Wyndham and Kununurra, 

a mere 150 kms away, teaching 

Scripture classes, running a youth 

group and running a drop in centre in 

Wyndham.  If this is not enough Peter 

also spends one week each month 

flying in to minister to the people at 

Oombulgurri.  Their daughter, Sarah, is 

in boarding school in Brisbane while 

their son Joshua is educated through 

School of the Air from Katherine, 

placing further demands on Joy’s 

time.  How delighted we were to play 

a small part in this as we all sat down 

after lunch with the Palmers to look 

for suitable magazine pictures to help 

Joshua with his school assignment due 

to be finished the next day — just a 

typical 12 year old boy!  

As we moved further south we 

became more aware of the personal 

sacrifices our BCA people make in 

order to serve the Lord in the remote 

BCA centres in this vast country of 

ours. From Broome to Port Hedland, 

and then on through Marble Bar to 

Newman in the heart of the Pilbara — 

the distances are amazing but for the 

workers in the field, this is something 

that is part of their everyday life.  

For Brian and Annie Fyffe, based at 

Newman, their very first appointment, 

ministry means driving long distances 

on lonely dirt roads between Newman 

and Paraburdoo while they wait 

for someone to be appointed to 

Paraburdoo.  

It is challenging work.  Families are 

often separated, isolated from children 

and grandchildren.  Funds are minimal 

and resources are few.  Yet there is a 

degree of enthusiasm and dedication 

that is truly inspiring. 

We were warmly welcomed by 

continued next page

Bungle Bungles – notice the caravans!
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the missioners and in some cases 

parishioners as we joined them at 

worship services or shared a meal with 

them. I cannot forget the excitement 

of Les Gaulton in Karratha. It was 

Monday afternoon when we arrived 

in town — no regular church meeting 

scheduled but we went to the church 

anyway to meet Les and Jenny and to 

share in prayer and praise with them.  

Suddenly Les jumped on a chair to 

take our photo. He had not had so 

many people in the church since he 

first started ministry there!

At Denham, the most westerly 

town in Australia, we met a wonderful 

couple, retirees like ourselves, but 

this pair is working full time, as 

self-supporting ministers, to a 

congregation of about 10 in a town 

of 800 people.  They have a dear little 

church built entirely from bricks cut 

from naturally compressed shells, 

quarried at Shell Beach a little to the 

north.  We filled the little church to 

overflowing and were challenged by 

Lance as he outlined some of the ways 

he and Margaret are trying to reach 

out into their community to win more 

people for Christ.

These few that I have mentioned 

are typical examples of the way many 

of our BCA people live.  Truly they are 

living sacrifices, sent out to love and 

serve the Lord.

In Perth as we came to the end 

of our tour and prepared to go our 

separate ways, I asked some of my 

fellow travellers what they thought 

had been the highlight of the tour for 

them.  

No one mentioned the luxurious 

accommodation we enjoyed in many 

of the places.  No one mentioned the 

delicious meals we had eaten, not 

even the fresh seafood buffets!  Some 

talked about the variety of scenery.  

Many expressed their appreciation of 

meeting the BCA folk and gaining a 

better understanding of the work they 

do.  

The majority of people talked 

about the Christian fellowship we had 

enjoyed, or as Laura, one of our fellow 

travellers, so aptly expressed it, “Being 

all one in Christ!”

There are so many highlights 

that remain as memories of this trip 

but perhaps this is the one that will 

endure.

Then sings my soul, my saviour 

God to thee,

How great thou art. 

How great thou art!

NOELENE SEIDL
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Bible Week 
Bribie Island 
Beautiful Bribie Island swelled with 

an increased attendance for the annual 

Bible Week of 

the Queensland 

and Northern 

NSW Region. 

People came 

from Albany 

(WA), Nambucca 

Heads and 

Wauchope in NSW. Chris Johnson 

led the Bible studies on Romans and 

other visiting speakers challenged 

those present to think carefully about a 

number of topical issues.

Participants had free time to view 

local wildflowers, visit craft shops and 

galleries, walk the extensive beaches, 

catch the ferry up the Pumicestone 

Passage in sight of the amazing 

Glasshouse Mountains, or just to catch 

up on some rest.

Plan to be there next year from the 

13th to 19th August, 2004. Contact 

the Brisbane 

Office on 

(07) 3349 9081 

for more details.

GRAEME 

HODGKINSON 

President 
still 
Fishing
Our BCA president Harry Goodhew has 

always had a heart for the glorious 

message of the rescue plan available in 

Jesus. On a recent trip around the North 

West to encourage the field staff, and 

to do some fishing for people with this 

message, Harry did a spot of sea fishing 

and came up with this wonderful 

Trevally off Broome.
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As Regional Officer for Queensland 

and Northern NSW I went with Wendy 

on a three-week deputation tour to 

North Queensland in July in time to be 

a BCA presence at their Synod.  We 

were encouraged by the interest shown 

in the work of BCA by the clergy and 

people of the Diocese.

We visited two parishes that had 

received BCA grants to help with 

local gospel outreach initiatives.  The 

little church of Pentland welcomed 

us with morning tea and lunch under 

the shelter at the back of the church. 

This shelter was constructed with BCA 

help and volunteer labour to shade 

the after-school children’s group. The 

children’s group is made up of almost 

the entire school enrolment (see 

photo). The teachers at the school are 

Anglican and help with the progamme. 

There is a real keenness to learn about 

BCA and its work.

The Parish of Home Hill warmly 

welcomed us. They had received a 

BCA grant to purchase the Children’s 

Version of the Jesus Video for the 

local Primary School as an outreach 

initiative; also for a TV and video 

player so Alpha and other resources 

could be used in the parish. 

Please pray for these churches. They 

are keen to reach out into their local 

areas with the message of Jesus and 

both are without a full-time ministry 

at present.

GRAEME HODGKINSON

North Queensland Visit

Pentland School Children at St Aidan’s

Members of the Home Hill 
congregation with the TV and Video 
purchased with the BCA grant money. 
The cabinet for the TV was made by a 
member of the congregation.
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Year 12 students chose to end their 

schooling positively. Instead of the 

partying and games that last day 

activities have become known for they 

decided to raise funds for a worthy 

cause. That worthy cause was BCA. 

The Bush Church Aid Society is one 

of the four 

“charities” 

the School 

supports 

financially 

and in prayer. 

School 

Staff had “bounties” placed on their 

heads for coloured hair and being 

completely shorn. A very happy day of 

celebrations. Over $800 was raised. 

Thank you Macarthur School, and what 

a great activity for others to consider. 

Len Daniels again?
The Illawarra Mercury printed on Saturday 4th October news 
about the motor from Len Daniels’ old plane. It is still kicking 
around–in a custom-built car! And BCA gets a mention too!

Teachers go bald for the Gospel with BCA
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The Parish of the Murchison has 

received support from the Bush Church 

Aid Society since 1957. Why?–because 

this Parish fits within BCA’s vision 

statement of having “a priority in 

mission to the isolated, remote urban 

and rural people of Australia”. Due to 

the transient and interdenominational 

nature of our membership each year 

we take the opportunity to learn about 

the mission agency that helps to ensure 

that Christian ministry continues within 

this Parish. In 2003 I decided that we’d 

take a look at BCA’s Vision and what 

follows is an excerpt from that. (You 

might like to download a copy of BCA’s 

Vision from their website.) 

BCA’s overall vision of Australia 

for Christ shows that the Society 

would like to see everyone living 

in Australia come to Christ as their 

Saviour and Lord. It is a good aim, 

however, Australia is a large country 

and BCA is a small Society so they 

cannot fulfill this aim by themselves. 

And so the role that BCA aims to 

play in this vision is contained in 

the next line “BCA has a priority in 

mission to the isolated, remote urban 

and rural people of Australia.”  Most 

government resources in Australia 

focus on Australia’s major capital 

cities. Sadly, the same can be true 

within Christian circles.  BCA and 

their supporters are different for 

their focus is on some of the least 

resourced areas of our nation. They 

see the isolated, remote urban and 

rural people of Australia as important, 

and so they exist to provide ministry 

to people in these regions.

BCA’s first purpose is to proclaim 

Christ so that people may respond to 

him. 

The most important purpose of 

BCA is to see that the message of 

the Gospel, the good news of Jesus, 

is proclaimed, spoken of, lived out 

and preached. For if the good news of 

Jesus is not proclaimed then how will 

anyone ever respond to God’s message 

of salvation? 

ALLAN BATE

MT Magnet township

Ministry Opportunities in The Murchison 

 Yalgoo church with storm damage
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PERPETUAL CALENDAR
An anniversary calendar–ideal for remembering those 
important dates. With bible verses and BCA scenes

BCA 003   $9.00

“REAL AUSTRALIA” GREETING CARDS
Post Offi ce preferred size. Single pack of 6 cards with 
envelopes featuring our Ministry Areas.

BCA 009 Pack of 6 cards with envelopes  $7.70

“BYGONE DAYS” GREETING CARDS
Single pack of 6 different cards with envelopes (includes 
3 sepia)3 sepia)

$7.70

your gift buying helps gospel work across Australia
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BCA 003

Product only available while stocks last

BCA 003

3 sepia)3 sepia)

BCA 011BCA 011 Pack of 6 cards with envelopes $7.70

ALL PRICES ARE GST INCLUSIVE

BCA 011

BCA 009
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“FROM THE HEIGHTS” – VOL. II CD
Written and performed by the Sylvania Anglican Church 
Workshop Band and produced to facilitate the praise of God 
using modern sounds and chord structures.  A mix of upbeat 
praise and gentle worship.

BCA 202 “From the Heights” CD Vol II  $25.00

“MEET THE KING”
Following in the footsteps of “The King, the Snake & the 
Promise. This CD is all about Jesus as portrayed in Mark’s 
gospel – just for kids.  The songs are fun and fast.

BCA 219  $19.95

“CONSIDER CHRIST – ONE FOR MANY” 
These two classic albums have been re-released in the one 
package.  Featuring the original songs by Bryson Smith and 
Philip Percival such as “Consider Christ” and “Nothing Can I 
Boast In”

BCA 220  $29.95

WHAT WAS IMPOSSIBLE –
CD by The Scooter Two
Australian children’s CD deliberately written to fi ll a gap in the 
present Christian Children’s music range–targeting all children 
(and their families) but especially those with little idea of the 
message of the gospel.  In Kid’s terms…. “It really rocks!”
BCA 217 “What was Impossible” CD only $19.95 

OUTRAGEOUS PRAISE 
2 set CD by John & Eleanor Macpherson 
Comprising:
• 19 original songs for praise and worship
• designed for all age worship
• includes vocal and backing versions

OUTRAGEOUS PRAISE – SONGBOOK
Separate book has music, lyrics and movements

BCA 205 “Outrageous Praise” 2 CD set $33.00

 ($10.00 to BCA)  

BCA 206 “Outrageous Praise” Songbook $16.50 

 ($5.00 to BCA)

ALL PRICES ARE GST INCLUSIVE
Product only available while stocks last

BCA 205

BCA 202

BCA 206

BCA 217

BCA 219

BCA 220
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YOU ALONE–EMU LIVE
Features a collection of some of the most popular songs. 
From Plainsong, Bethlehem and Nicky Chiswell, as well as 
some original songs written especially for this album. Recorded 
with a live congregation, each song is presented in a fresh 
energetic style, Songs include: Behold the Lamb of God, 
Consider Christ, Psalm 96, May the Mind of Christ, My Hope is 
Built on Nothing Less.
Sheet Music and overhead masters are included on this 
Enhanced CD.
BCA 207 You Alone–Emu Live  $29.95

THE KING, THE SNAKE AND THE PROMISE
Genesis to Jesus... For Kids! From Plainsong 
Lively praise for kids complete with words

BCA 208 The King, The Snake... $19.95

10, 9, 8... GOD IS GREAT 
from COLIN BUCHANAN.
This album is a follow-up to his much loved “AUSSIE PRAISE 
for Kids” series.  An album full of fun and energy which is sure 
to teach and encourage kids and adults alike.  Songs include 
GOD IS EVERYWHERE, JESUS IS NO FAIRYTALE, WHO’S 
THE KING OF THE JUNGLE and THE LORD IS KING, 
written by Colin in response to the September 11 attacks.

BCA 210 “10, 9, 8…GOD is GREAT” (CD only) $24.95

LIVE IN THE BIG TENT – CD
Includes “Follow the Saviour”, “Practise Being Godly”, 
“Jesus is the Mighty, Mighty King” and memory verse 
medley.

BCA 211 Live in the Big Tent CD  $19.95 

AND FOR EVERYONE!

SPECIAL EDITION AUSSIE PRAISE–Volume I CD
Includes the “Archbishop Rap” and features never before 
released songs.

BCA 212 Special Edition Aussie Praise Volume I $19.95

REAL HOPE – CD
Includes songs for praise and worship – “Jesus My Lord”, 
“He is Risen”, “Glory to the Rock of Ages” and “All I Can 
Bring”.

BCA 213 Real Hope CD  $29.95

BCA 212

BCA 211

BCA 213

BCA 210

BCA 207

BCA 208
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BUSH PREACHER BITES THE DUST
An old BCA favourite by author Kerry Medway, who served 
with BCA at Coober Pedy
“My husband chuckled his way through each chapter 
with frequent outbursts of laughter.  I have never seen 
him read a book so enthusiastically.  I just had to get my 
nose into the book too, so next day whilst hubby was at 
work, I laughed my way through ‘Bush Preacher’ ” …a 
grateful housewife.
BCA 108 Bush Preacher Bites the Dust $14.95

BUSH PARSON – by Leon Morris
Former Principal of Ridley College, Melbourne and BCA 
Missioner during the years of World War II.  Leon Morris’ story 
is a “tribute to the big-hearted people I met in the outback”. 

BCA 103 Bush Parson $10.00

WE’RE HERE NOW, SO MAKE THE BEST OF IT    
by Margaret Douglass
The life story of two ordinary people with whom God has done 
some extraordinary things – in the suburbs of Sydney, the 
POW camps of Germany, the outback of North West Australia, 
Anglican Ministry and Christian schooling.  Full of pathos and 
the irony of living for a God whose thoughts are higher than 
ours.

BCA 105 We’re Here Now… $32.75

HOPE ON THE HORIZON
A collection of works by Jocelyn Harvey.  Jocelyn Harvey 
communicates the signifi cance of joy and security in Jesus 
through her writing. This collection of poems and prose has 
been dedicated to the work and workers of the Bush Church 
Aid Society.

BCA 109 Hope on the Horizon $10.00

AUDREY ASPELING BOOKS –

THE LAST LESSONS
The fi nal book of a four part collection entitled “Life’s About 
Learning”. It covers an area of life that some fear, but most 
will have to face, that of old age. In this Audrey uses the 
thoughts and feelings of a cross-section of older people who 
she has met and supported her previous books.

BCA 112 The Last Lessons  $15.00 *

BCA 106 There are Flowers in the Desert  $20.00

BCA 107 After the Desert  $15.00

BCA 104 Unequally Yoked  $15.00

BCA 114 Life’s for Learning”–collection of Audrey Aspeling’s 

4 books in an attractive binder $49.95

BCA 108
BCA 103

BCA 105

BCA 109

BCA 112 • BCA 106 • BCA 107 • BCA 104BCA 112 • BCA 106 • BCA 107 • BCA 104BCA 112 • BCA 106 • BCA 107 • BCA 104BCA 112 • BCA 106 • BCA 107 • BCA 104BCA 112 • BCA 106 • BCA 107 • BCA 104
The fi nal book of a four part collection entitled “Life’s About 
Learning”. It covers an area of life that some fear, but most 
will have to face, that of old age. In this Audrey uses the 
thoughts and feelings of a cross-section of older people who 
she has met and supported her previous books.

BCA 112

BCA 106

BCA 107

BCA 104

BCA 114

4 books in an attractive binder

BCA 112 • BCA 106 • BCA 107 • BCA 104BCA 112 • BCA 106 • BCA 107 • BCA 104BCA 112 • BCA 106 • BCA 107 • BCA 104BCA 112 • BCA 106 • BCA 107 • BCA 104BCA 112 • BCA 106 • BCA 107 • BCA 104

*  Please request your free binder if you have previously purchased Audrey’s previous 3 books.

BCA 114
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BCA 102

THE MEANING OF LIFE – by Jeanette Fogarty
The story of Jeanette’s spiritual journey which started at 
15 when she went on a camping trip with BCA to Coober 
Pedy.  

BCA 101 The Meaning of Life $12.00

OUTBACK RECIPES AND STORIES
Compiled by Brian and Beverley Bell.  Includes recipes and 
stories from the Outback cooks of Wilcannia, Menindee, 
White Cliffs and Tilpa.

BCA 007 Outback Recipe Book $10.00

FOX TALES FROM FAR FLUNG PLACES 
– by Barbara Fox
Letters that Barbara had written to a friend during her 
5 years as a nurse with BCA in the outback of South 
Australia, sparked memories and inspired this book.

BCA 111 Fox tales from far fl ung places $16.50

JUNGLE DOCTOR COMIC BOOKS
by Paul White
The ever popular fables–set of 12

BCA 102 Jungle Doctor Books Set $15.00

ALL PRICES ARE GST INCLUSIVE
Product only available while stocks last

ORD RIVER TEA TREE OIL PRODUCTS
Due to the discontinuation by the manufacturer of 
a number of their products we are able to make a 
special offer of stocks remaining – until sold out.

BCA 303 250ml Hair Conditioner $7.00

BCA 302 250ml Shampoo $6.50

BCA 301 125gm Soap $2.20

Note that other Ord River Tea Tree products are no 
longer available.

PEWTER KEY RING 
Handcrafted Australian pewter.  We regret the lost key 
ring identifi cation system is not available.

BCA 012 Pewter Key Ring $5.00 

BCA TIE
Stylish–fashionable. Includes discreet BCA logo

BCA 010 BCA Tie $27.50

BCA 101

BCA 007

BCA 012

BCA 303

BCA 302

BCA 301

BCA 111

BCA 010

*  Please request your free binder if you have previously purchased Audrey’s previous 3 books.
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Please complete this merchandise order form
Your gift buying helps gospel work across Australia

real Australian gifts order form

BCA CODE DESCRIPTION QTY $TOTAL

  SUB-TOTAL

PLUS Postage and handling charges–$5.50 per order

SUB-TOTAL

my cheque/money order is attached for  

please debit my:

 Bankcard Mastercard Visa card for

     expires on

name on credit card signature

 

$

$

please deliver to:
Rev/Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms (initials)  surname

address       

      postcode

telephone    supporter no.*

We will be pleased to deliver your order to any number of destinations but ask that you 
include $5.50 per delivery address. We can also include a gift card should you wish.

*supporter no. (can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine)
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Yes! I’ll help support ministry beyond the city in the 
ways indicated below…

Rev/Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms (initials)  surname

address       

      postcode

telephone    email

supporter no. (can be found above your name on the back cover)

my donation to Outback Ministry  

my donation to Outback Education Fund (tax deductible)    

my donation to Nursing and Medical Services Fund (tax deductible)

for my regular donations, please debit my credit card for

 monthly quarterly 1/2 yearly annually

 my merchandise order form is attached

$

$

$

$

my cheque/money order is attached for  

please debit my:

 Bankcard Mastercard Visa card for

          

name on credit card  

signature

 

$

$

Level 7, 37 York Street
Sydney NSW 2000
Ph: (02) 9262 5017 Fax: (02) 9262 5020
E-mail: ra@bushchurchaid.com.au

please tick your request for the following:
 I require a receipt for my donation
 please send me prayer notes
  please send me 

“The Real Australian” magazine
  please send me a money box for 

my donations

  please send me information about 
how I can support BCA through 
my Will

  please send me information on 
how I can donate shares to BCA

expires on
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